Many of us became aware of the disease COVID19, caused by the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, in mid-January 2020 when the WHO reported the first cases of a new viral severe acute respiratory syndrome. Very few of us, unless you have an epidemiology background, could have foreseen the resulting world-wide disruption to lives and livelihoods that has resulted in the space of only three months. This has of course extended to the hundreds of millions of people worldwide for whom sport, from community to high performance, is an important part of life both as participants and as spectators and the need to respond to COVID19 has essentially shut this aspect of our lives down.

We must be remembered that athletes are members of a community and our responsibility as individuals to the health and safety of each of our communities is paramount. This means that personal considerations, such as putting training requirements ahead of isolation or distancing recommendations, must come second to ensuring the safety of our fellow citizens. It is a critical ethical duty of the sports medicine team to ensure that the relevant public health guidelines are both actively supported and modelled by the sports medicine team.

Knowing that an immediate return to the pre-COVID19 environment, by lifting distancing and isolation recommendations, would result in severely strained hospital systems and increase both COVD19 related deaths and severely reduce access to health services for others with critical health issues. It is likely that most governments will use some process of applying and relaxing isolation and distancing requirements to continue to manage COVID19 into the foreseeable future. The length of time required for some levels of restrictions needed to effectively manage the disease will challenge all of us, let alone athletes used to high levels of physical activity. As we are now moving towards a relaxing of public health restrictions in many jurisdictions this issue of the Journal of Science and Medicine in Sport focusses on the way forward as we move out of the initial phase of suppression of the SARS-COV-2 pandemic. This issue provides the sports medicine team with the evidence-based framework for supporting a progressive return to normal sporting activities developed by the Australian Institute of Sport.

To set the scene across the broad response of sports medicine in the COVID19 environment we have invited comment from Professor Toomas Timpka from the Athletics Research Center, Linköping University and the Department of Public Health and Statistics, Region Östergötland, Linköping, Sweden and Dr David Hughes, Chief Medical Officer at the Australian Institute of Sport and Chief Medical Officer of the Australian Olympic Team. We then publish in full the "The Australian Institute of Sport Framework for Rebooting Sport in a COVID-19 Environment." To support the Framework document, we have included a summary of the current COVID19 testing environment with a review titled "A deep dive into testing and management of COVID-19 for Australian high performance and professional sport." To complete this special issue we include a paper by Pillay and colleagues reporting the impact and understanding of COVID19 from the athletes perspective "Nowhere to hide: the significant impact of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) measures on elite and semi-elite South African athletes."

The July 2020 issue provides an authorative, evidence based framework for the sports medicine team working with athletes working in the new normal of the COVID19 environment.
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